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100 Peace on Earth. [Sept. 

The aggregate amount would have given five years schooling to 488,666,- 
666 pagan children, on the Lancasterian plan. The interest for one rnunth, 
at the above rate, would build 1466 miles of railroad at $25,000 per mile. 

Consulting the best authorities I can command, I find that the aggregate 
amount of the expenditures of our own government, from 1789 to March 4, 
1843, is $1,111,373,734. 

Now, — patriotic Americans ! will you not read this reflectingly ? — of 
this vast sum there have been expended only $ 148,620,055 for civil pur- 
poses, embracing the Civil List, Foreign Intercourse, and the Miscellaneous 
Expenses. Then it follows that $ 962,755,680 have been lavished upon 
preparations for war in time of peace, within a little more than half a 
century, by this model republic ! ! ! Another fact : — From January 1, 1836, 
to March 3, 1843, the war expenses of this government were $153,954,881 ! 
— five millions more than all the civil expenses of the government from 1789 
to 1843 ! ! — Another fact :— From 1816 to 1834, eighteen years, our national 
expenses amounted to $463,915,756 ; and of this sum, nearly $400,000,000 
went in one way and another for war, and only $64,000,000 for all other 
objects ! being twenty-two millions a year for war, and about three millions 
and a half, — less than one-sixth of the whole, — for the peaceful operations 
of a government that plumes itself on its pacific policy ! If we take into 
account all the expenses and all the losses of war to this country, it will be 
found to have wasted for us, in sixty years, some two or three thousand 
millions of dollars. E. B. 



Peace on Eartli. 

BY S. E. COUES. 

" Peace on earth " was the herald -angels' song, — the promise of the 
heavenly hosts upon the birth of the Messiah. And yet Christianity has 
been preached for nearly two thousand years, and there are still wars and 
rumors of wars. Has the gospel the power to still the noise of the battle- 
field, and to speak to the tempest of man's wrath, " Peace, be still? " 

We believe that Christianity has this power, but the mere profession of 
faith in Christ is not Christianity. Her heaven-born principles must be 
applied, not only to the individual soul, but to man in all the relations of 
life. It is the Christian character which has power to overcome the evil of 
the world. The strength of our religion is in the meekness, humility and 
long-suffering of those who profess it. Love to enemies must not merely 
be read at church, as part of the gospel, but it must be acknowledged and 
obeyed as the firm, unalterable law of Jehovah, — a law which the supposed 
necessities of no nation can change, which patriotism can never repeal, 
which war-breeding lusts cannot ever, for an instant, obliterate. It must be 
obeyed as the law of God ; supreme over all human law, or duties growing 
out of political relations. 

Right and wrong determined by our social relations ! and these ever 
changing ! The same act now constituting the pirate, and now the naval 
hero! O religion, thus supple and elastic would reflect darkness and dis- 
grace back from the earth to the very heavens from whence it came ! But 
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how cardinally opposite are the principles of Christianity ; they form a deep 
and everlasting division between the right and the wrong. They strip sel- 
fishness of its disguise, the robe of patriotism, which it so often has worn. 
They detect at once the sophistry of every attempt to vindicate violence, 
and rapine, and fraud. On the one side they place pride, and malice, and 
revenge; on the other, meekness, and forgiveness, and long-suffering. 
They mingle no light with darkness. Here are the friends of peace, — there 
are the men of strife. If there be war, the Christian is not in the battle ; 
his hand is not stretched out for slaughter : he is not defiled with the blood 
of his brother man. He is set apart, — consecrated ; his faith has given 
him the white robe of innocency ; he is a light to the world ; he is to 
show the overcoming of evil with good. 

Beautiful, most beautiful, now appears this religion of love to those who 
before were the enemies of a faith which had been shown to them only by 
the point of the Christian's sword ! The pure, and lovely, and heavenly 
traits of character gladden the hearts of all men. There is now hope for 
the world ; for Jesus, the lamb-like, the enemy-forgiving, the self-sacrificing, 
has been lifted up, and draws all men unto him. How powerful now the 
Christian church ! Every member of it has become a successful missionary 
of the cross ; the waters of salvation rush over the world ; the desert blos- 
soms as the rose, and the waste places bear fruit unto the Lord. And men, 
changed from brutes, which rend and destroy, have become as angels, 
echoing and re-echoing the song, " Peace on earth and good-will towards 
man." Away, then, the sword from every Christian's hand, at once and 
for ever ! 



Progress of Pcaee Principles. 

Not many years since, on the formation of a Peace Society in one of our 
seaboard towns, the editor of a newspaper refused to insert a notice of a 
meeting of the society, even as an advertisement. Mark the change. We 
know of about thirty newspapers which are the champions of the cause, in 
its full radicalism, and the columns of many hundreds are open to the free 
discussion of the subject. 

Not many years ago, the public meetings of the friends of the cause 
were thinly attended. Now, large audiences are most generally collected. 
The people are ready and anxious to hear ; and more has been spoken and 
written on peace during the last year, than for five years previous. The 
public mind is beginning to be excited ; men are waking up all over the 
country to the consideration of the subject. 

A few years since, William Ladd was, as it were, alone in the field ; 
within a few weeks, at one meeting, there were fifteen ardent, eloquent 
men who pledged themselves to make this subject their prominent work ; 
and these are but a few compared with the whole number of active, 
efficient men who lecture on the subject. There is a stronn- host in the 
field. 

In another way, may we note our progress. In the early stages of the 
reform, the friends of peace were assailed with sarcasm and ridicule. This 
has passed away. With the exception of a taunt now and then from the 
editor of some partisan paper, the friends of peace are treated respectfully. 
Such are the learning, the blameless lives, the stirring eloquence, the sound 
discrimination of many of the advocates of peace, that it has become credit- 
able for a man to rank himself as one of the number. 
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